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Western Primary School Newsletter – Friday 10th September 2021

Message from Mr Broad
Dear Parents and Carers,
I am writing to you all after a very successful first week of a new academic year. It
has been so good to welcome all our children back and also to meet those pupils
and parents/carers who are new to Western this term.
We are slowly adjusting to the very different but very welcome guidance, under
which schools are operating this term. This will enable us to operate very close to
what we would call normal and we look forward to being able to invite parents into
school for events such as consultation evenings, welcome evenings and exhibitions
of pupils’ work.
Please note the points below, around which your co-operation would be greatly
appreciated.
Start and end of the school day
Our new arrangements have gone really well this week and the end of the day in
particular is much calmer. The hand over of children in KS1 will get quicker as staff
new to that department become more familiar with parents’ faces and can identify
who they are collecting! It is very important that all pupils are able to start the day
promptly so they do not miss any learning. Please make sure you are familiar with
the start time for your child/ren and ensure they arrive at school in time.
Packed lunches
From Monday of next week, we will be using the packed lunch cupboard (situated at
the end of the playground, adjacent to the canteen) to store children’s packed
lunches. Each class will have a large, labelled crate in the cupboard and they need
to put their lunchbox in the appropriate crate when they arrive at school before
going into the building. After lunch, children will put their lunchboxes in their lockers
so they will not need to visit the packed lunch cupboard at the end of the day.
On this same subject, I would like to make another effort to reduce plastic waste in
school wherever we can, and packed lunches are one of many areas where we could
all make a difference. We are looking at how we can recycle more of our plastic
waste but much of it at the moment goes into the general waste bin. If parents
could consider how they might reduce the plastic content of packed lunches, we
would be grateful for that contribution.

Emails and Classlist
In this age of instant communication, the line between a person’s working life and
home life has become increasingly blurred. In an effort to improve this situation and
in recognition of the importance of staff wellbeing, we have had an agreement
amongst staff for nearly two years now that work-related emails will not be sent
before 7.30 a.m., after 5.30 p.m. or at any time during the weekend unless it is an
emergency.
Feedback from staff has been incredibly positive and it is clear that this initiative has
been very well received. However, several staff have reported that they often
receive emails or Classlist messages from parents/carers at unsociable hours so I
am appealing to all parents and carers to do their best to match the agreement
described above and to be respectful of the times when staff are at home with their
families.
I hope you all enjoy a restful weekend.
Dates for your Diary
Please click here or on the picture for dates for your diary
for the current academic year. They are also on the
website.
School Dinners
The cost of school dinners for all Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 6) school
children is £2.30 per day, payable every half term. Please note that all
school dinners must be paid for in advance. The cost of school dinners
for next half term is £78.20.
Could you please pay online using Arbor
Summer Reading Challenge

Just a reminder that the Summer Reading Challenge finishes this Saturday 11th
September. If you haven’t already, finish reading your six books and head to your
local library to collect your medal and rewards.

Start and Finish Times
We would be grateful if you could ensure your child arrives punctually for the start of
the school day. Any late arrivals will be expected to sign in at the school office. If
you have children in Early Years/KS1 and KS2 you will need to drop off your younger
children at their allocated time first. Staff will then open the doors/gates for KS2
children at 8.55 a.m. and we would ask you to wait with your KS2 children until
there is a member of KS2 staff present. Children walking to school independently in
KS2 must arrive at 8.55 at the earliest. We thank you for your support with this.
Start and finish times from September 2021
Start

Finish

Nursery

8.45 a.m.

2.45 p.m. or
3.15 p.m.
(if last 30 mins
has been
booked)

Reception &
KS1

8.50 a.m.

3.10 p.m.

KS2

9.00 a.m.

3.20 p.m.

Details
Start of day
End of day
Gates open from 8.40 Parents/Carers collect
and doors at 8.45
at either 2.45 p.m. or
a.m. Doors close at
3.15 p.m. if they
8.55. Queue system.
have paid for the
Parents/Carers with
additional half hour
older pupils wait with
session.
them in the
Gates open at 2.40
playground after
p.m. Queue system.
younger siblings have
gone in until KS2
staff appear.
No ball games
Gates open from 8.40 Parents/Carers collect
and doors from 8.45.
as normal in a
Doors close at 8.55.
queuing system.
Queue system for
Gates open at 3.00;
EYFS. Y1 to use side
doors open at 3.10.
door; Y2 to use office Teaching staff
entrance.
available on
Parents/Carers with
playground.
older pupils wait with
Parents/Carers please
them in playground
stand on astroturf in
after younger siblings the side playground if
have gone in until
waiting for older
KS2 staff appear. No
siblings.
ball games.
Doors open from 8.55 Doors open at 3.10
and close at 9.05. All
Class teachers to see
KS2 pupils to enter
children out at end of
through main
day.
playground gates (the Y5/6 to use their own
car park entrance will staircase and walk
no longer be used).
round the playground
Y5/6 pupils to walk
and exit school
round the back
through the main
playground and enter
playground gates.
school through the
usual door.

Arbor - Payments
From September, all payments to school will be made on Arbor. This includes all
trips, clubs, school dinners, snacks and school fund. We will no longer be using
ParentPay for anything.

If you need your Arbor password resetting or are having any problems logging on or
making payments, please contact the office via email on office@wes.rklt.co.uk and
we will do our best to respond as soon as possible.

Early Years
We have had a lovely week settling in some of our new nursery and reception
children. The children have enjoyed exploring their new classrooms and getting to
know the staff.

What a great first week it has been! We are so thrilled with how well the Y1 children
have settled into the new school year. They have shown a huge amount of resilience
and have worked really hard on their listening skills. We have also been really
impressed with their independence on a morning, showing they can locate their
lockers to put their things away and sit on the carpet ready for learning.
The Y1 children have also been creative by painting self-portraits. They have
certainly had lots of fun! We can’t wait for another fun week of exploring and
learning and we hope you have a restful weekend.

What a great start Y2 have made to the new school year. The children have loved
being back in school and there was a real buzz in the building on Tuesday. It was
great to hear them sharing their stories with their friends and teachers.
The children were excited to meet their new teachers and they have settled in very
well. Both Mrs Smith and Mr Hebblewhite have commented on their lovely polite
manners and excellent behaviour.
On Wednesday afternoon, we had a lesson on online safety and we shared some top
tips with the children. We asked them to explore their creative sides by producing
posters about dangers online and how to use their iPads safely and responsibly.
On Thursday, we were very creative and drew self portraits. They weren’t your
ordinary drawings though! We had half of our face in a photograph and had to draw
the other half. We were very careful with our pencils and lined up all our features so
we were symmetrical. It was really fun. Look at these amazing examples.

We have been very proud, this week, to see how our lovely children have settled
into their classes. Y4 children have been enjoying supporting our new Y3 children
and helping them to feel welcome.
Here are some photos of our PE lesson which show how we worked collaboratively to
practise our football skills:

As part of our topic about Yorkshire, we have started to read The Railway Children
by E Nesbit. This week, we looked at the front cover and thought of some questions
about the story:

Also, as part of our Yorkshire-themed topic, we all thought of a question that we
would like to know the answer to, by the end of our topic:

It has been lovely to welcome back our Y6 children and to meet our new Y5 children
and our new starters this week. All children have settled well into their classes and
have been working hard. This week, we have started our Ancient Civilisations topic
by finding out when the Roman time period was and how that fits into the other
historical periods we have learned about.

We also came up with some interesting questions that we are hoping we will answer
during our topic. Joey asked “How did the Romans travel to invade Britain?”. Jenna
is hoping to find out, “Why did the Romans leave Britain?”
The children have worked really hard this week to write a letter to their teacher
introducing themselves and telling their teacher some facts about themselves.

Lunchtime News
By Mrs Vardy (Lunchtime Leader)
Welcome back everyone!
It’s been a full-on week but I have to say it’s been so lovely to see all of you
running freely around the playground without the constraints of barriers!! You all
sound like you’ve had a jolly good break from those that I have spoken to and
welcome, again, to our new pupils and parents.
Please click on the picture which will take you to the
Autumn Term school lunch menu.

Please, as always, shout if you have any questions or concerns about lunches,
snack, milk or lunchtimes in general. Kids, your only job is to have fun!
Have a lovely weekend.

The Hive
We have had a great first week at the Western Hive Wrap Around Care. The children
have enjoyed a range of activities such as table tennis, chess, Magnetix, football
and basketball as part of our provision. We look forward to welcoming more children
next week!
If you have any questions regarding our Wrap Around Care please contact
office@wes.rklt.co.uk

